THE LANCET

Correspondence

Hemoeopathic remedies
and drug-requlatory
authaorities

Sikvio Garattini and Vittorio Bertekds
pledige to “safequard the credibilice
af  requlatery  agencies  and  the
professional dignity of their scientific
comimittees” lacks refermnces but itis
areal el

In France, homosspathic remedies
are still  peimbursed  wnder  the
mandatany Maticnal Health Service
scheme (&g, Ginkgo bilobe homess-

pathic  remady, which  is ol
wigoroushy shaken water, costs €175
per L) whereas the wast majority of
primary caretiusts in the LK hawve cut
funding.

In 2007, the French medicine agency
(Afssaps) Bsued a national official
waming to pharmacists and doctors
after a miwup in the labelling of
tao homosopathic remedies by the
company? However, the preparations
onby differed in terms of the wvials
laks]!

Placebios  lack  objective  clinical
effects: if you secretly slip a placebo
into a person’s drink, it doesn’twork.
Placebos are marketad by money-
hunary  cpacks,  they  strengthen
medical aregance and infantilise
patients. This has a name: disease
rEEring

Meither diug- regqulatory authorities,
nor - scentific committaes,  must
support this prolonged mess,
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